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hath generally been directed to ſuch ob- 
jets of national utility, as contributed to 0 
aſſiſt _—_— and to employ the great body ts 
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The courſes of r rivers have been directed = 
into new channels; internal navigations, of 
| conſiderable len gth and < dimenſions, have 
been o pened from ſea to ſea, through ſeem- 
ingly unſurmountable difficulties: even che 
ocean itſelf hath been bounded, and, in many 
parts, the face of N ature hath undergone a 
total change. a WB ͤ ] 


2 * 


Immenſe 


1 


- Jnmens rafts of deſert land have het 
brought i intocultivation ; and regions, which 
ſerved only to give ſhelter to the wild ani- 
mals, became, through the perſevering hand 


of man, the ſeats of populous cities, of ſci- 
_ ence, and refinement. 


Theſe great efforts of human „ 
were rightly conſidered as the ground- work of 


manufactures, of commerce, and whatever 


contributed to the general welfare of com- 
munities, and to the ſtrength of nations. Of 
this, the annals of ancient, as well as of mo- 


dern times abound in exam ples. The works 


of antiquity were, however, effected by po- 


tent empires, in the meridian of their glory; 


but thoſe of later times, and ſome of them 


within the memory of man, have been gene- 


rally undertaken and carried on by nations 


juſt emerging from obſcurity, as Ruſſia and 


Ireland, whoſe f1 udden tranſition from a ſtate 


'of rude nature, to that ſtation which ren- 


ders 


+ 4 4 
"det, them reſpectable i in the eyes of 1 man- 
kind, was the reſult of unremitting appli- 
cation, both i in the legiſlature and indivi- 
duals „ as well as of liberal aids. from the 
public revenue, without which, no obj ects 
of great national concern can elfectualy be 


executed. 


It would ſeem alſo, by the exertions and 
the liberal grants of other European States, as 
France, Auſtria, and Pruſſia, that a ſpirit of 
internal improvement hath, within the pre- 
ſent century, pervaded the greateſt part of 
Europe, our own iſland exce pted, whoſe moſt 
eſſential intereſts have been, in a great mea- 
_ ſure, ſacrificed to deluſive ſchemes of com- 
mercial monopoly, at the diſtance of three 
_ thouſand miles from the centre, 


Im ia ey after the We when 
peace and good humour were reſtored to 
* kin gdom, the active genius of the people 
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led t Mn to colonization in the Wilds of 
North America, upon the idea of raiſing 
new cuſtomers for their manufactures and 
merchandize, while a third part of their na- 
bh tive and very improveable country . 2 | 
in a ftate of nature, OS 


This was particularly the condition of 
the Northern part of the iſland: the Low- | 
lands exhibited almoſt one general ruin, ow- 
ing to the civil and religious commotions 
which had diſtracted that unhappy country 
from the death of James V. in 1542, to the 
Reſtoration in 1660, and which did not 
| finally ſubſide till the Revolution | in 1688. 


During theſe diſtreſsful ages, and almoſt 
down to the preſent day, the more remote 
diſtricts of Scotland, called the Highlands, 
remained exactly! in the ſtate in which Na- 
oh had formed them; a terra incognita, 
| deemed 


+53 > 


deemed unworthy of notice, and incapable 
of being rendered uſeful to Government, of 
to the Public. = 


C44) # 3.733 ; n 


Such was the half. improved ſtate of cthele : 


kingdoms, when it was reſolved to extend | | 
the lines of empire, by including an im- 


menſe continent, lying on the oppoſite ſide 


of the Atlantic, by which it was affirmed, 


that England would derive not only great 


wealth, but alſo a greater degree of I 
way national importance. 
I ſupport of this new ſyſtem, the co- 
loniſts were permitted to ſupply the mo- 
ther country with ſhipping, and to become 
in a certain degree its carriers. All Ameri- 
can- built ſhips were to be admitted into our 
ports, with all the privileges of Britiſh : but 


the Britiſh ſhips, when they arrived in A- 


merica, were burdened with tonnage duties 


and other expences , from which the colony- | 


-- but 
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built veſſel were exem pted. The ſame par, 
tiality extended to American ſeamen, who, 
min all the ſubſequent wars, were not liable 
to be preſſed into the naval ſervice, which, | 
conſequently, threw the whole burden, of 
that ſervice upon the merchants and ma- 
riners of the mother , 


1 e 9 2 and 
carried on at the expence of Great Britain, 
was warmly but ineffectually oppoſed by 
fome able politicians of the laſt century; 
particularly by Sir Joſiah Child and Doctor 
Davenant, whoſe predictions have been too 
completely fulfilled, with the additional mor- 

_ tifying circumſtance, which they could not 

have imagined, that our new cuſtomers have 
coſt this country above one hundred and 
fifty millions, in ſupporting their civil eſtab- 
5 liſhments; in bounties on the American pro- 
duce; in defending the colonies againſt the 
Indian 


> - 


EE 


men depredations, and the incu 
of the French; and, finally, i inan unſucceſs- 
ful frugyle to retain their allegiance 


In conſequence of this enormous burden, 
the State hath been ſo crippled, as to be 


ſcarcely able to aſſiſt in any rational plan 
of national utility, that may require the aid 


of a few thouſand pounds. The effects of 
this expenditure have reached all defcriptions 


of men, and afforded ample matter for po- 
litical declamation, both 3 in Parliament and 


out of 1 it. 


Let us colonize in America, by which 
we ſhall be enriched, was the language of 
the laſt century. Let us abandon that diſtant 


country, by which we have been impove- 


riſhed, is the language of the prefent day. 
Let us look at home, improve and ſtrengthen 


the centre, is, happily, the favourite topic 
of mankind, of whatever deſcription or 


Party, 
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While * patriotic Gi LEN b e 
in the nation, and while Government are 


| ftrongly. diſpoſed to co-operate with the 


wiſhes of the people, there i 18 reaſon to hope, 


[= that our envied iſland will ultimately profit 
by its misfortunes, and riſe with. additional 


e from 1 its apparent: ruins. _ 


When all the Indern negledted { fourees 
4 agriculture, manufactures, commerce, 


and fiſheries, ſhall be brought forward, and 
when every pound expended on theſe great 


objetts, ſhall annually, and for a perpetuity, 
realize many pounds, enthuſiaſm itſelf falls 
ſhort in its ſpeculative eſtimates of what 
Great Britain a yet attain 3 


1 n theſe ſulzekts, it na- 
| mal occurs, that the objects which con- 
tribute 


6. $3: 

eribite moſt effectually to the firength o 
the Navy, ſhould take the lead in che 
frrength 'of the Navy depends chiefly of 
the extent of our maritime coaſt ; the 
number of people who inhabit that coaſt ; 
an and the nature « of the buſineſs on which they . 7 
are moſt generally employed. It! is owing to 1 
the happy { ſituation of Great Britain} in theſe 
re reſpects; that we have been able to fit out 
ſuch mighty. armaments, and to carry on 
an almoſt  unequalled commerce Over a great 
art of 4 the habitab table world. By theſe, the 
| Bot, name is "known. and reſpected a- 

mongſt t the ſavage, as v well as the civilized na- 
tions. But, a as the force which 18 likely to 
be brought againſt us, by a confederacy oo 
the three greateſt naval powers on the con- | | 
tinent of Europe, may far exceed the uſual 
magnitude, of our armaments, it ſeems ! in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to take a ſurvey of our 
native coaſts , and to bring forward a pro- | 
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portiona able increaſe of firength Hoi Pate i parts 
which, durin 8 the rage for territory in the 
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The coaſt o of Great Ha compreſicn dy 
nearly two rn miles, of Which about 
b four hundred miles, in i the Northern part, 
* $2 bs, * arbou, 5 or 
place, where a ſhip i in diſtreſs can be ſup- 
plied with an anchor, cable, or Gil From 
the want of theſe materials, a1 and of perſons 
to repair the damages eiter , ſtreſs 
of weather, or other cauſes, many valuable 
lives, as well "as veſſels and eargoes, are are loſt 
to theſe kingdoms. From a coaſt | 10 ill} pro- 
vided in whatever relates to navigation, the 
Royal Navy cannot be furniſhed with the 
ſupplies of ſeamen and carpenters which 


my 1 wanted much ſooner than is gene- 
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To this great line of. coaſt on Sie maine 


land of the Highlands, is to be added the cir- 
cumference of the principal Hebride Ilander 42 
Making fix, hundred miles; the whole, one 
which chere 18 only the 


thouſand opſand miles, on 


2 


fall town of — in the Hebri- . 


des; and the inconſiderable places called 


e Wie. 9 ae on the Eaſt | 
only one town, a 
or. gray nile, to every two: ande and 


fifty in, reac v 


ma 


3 
3 


The 8 of 1 throughout hs - 
whole coaſt, including the iſles, may amount x” 
to two hundred thouſand, or two hundred 


for each mile; beſides one hundred thou- 


land inhabiting; the glens and interior parts 
of the main land, who, were the coaſts-in 5 
a flouriſhing ſtate, would flock thither in 
great. numbers .annually, inſtead of emi- 


grating. with their wives and children to 


diſtant regions, from whence few ever re- 
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turn: and Weiden 
dent drain ef perfons, who. from th 
in War, their hardineſs, agility, t. 


rim ep difpoſitioiis, and 
fities, it would be highty Hs to'retain 


Sw + ; 
1 65 4 


on. their nati x Q fort. ul } 5 F - # 4 * 
2 4 * ay +3 2 l 4 5 
i © . „ 2 OS * L r 2 1 234 5 * x1 * wy KR, 
45 & #-.5. a8" F "ot . — — 4 s 4 15 Y . * 4 : 2 ; 8 


N N ature kat N out, in ſtriking cha- 
racters, the means whereby that coaft might 
be rendered ſubſervient to the great puipoſs 
of the Navy, as the primary object; ' beſides 
the advantages that would ariſe to manu- 
factures and commeres, from the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a thriving, pop rg aus rg 
extreme Lapis of our iſland. 25 
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The people who mhabit theſe ſhores have 
A ſtrong propendity to 4 ſex fe, particularly 
to fiſheries; and no country in the known 
world i is better ſituated for extending that 
branch on every ſide, and at all ſeaſons of 
the year. ti is an eſtabliſhed fact, that the 
wo wa Sy Nor- 
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„„ 
Northern Ocean is the grand receptacle of 
fiſh in endleſs varieties, and in ſuch num 
ders as to exceed the powers of imagination 


8 Were e oi 


other fiſhes, as Ting, Ne e gn 
igklan 6, bee abb * 


te home or native fiſh,” Which propagate 


on the coaſt through the whole year; and, 


ſecondly, the great annual migrations from 
the Northern latitudes within the Artic 
Circle, which after paying the Britiſh king- 
| doms a tempo! r 
the immenſity of 4 ocean. 


- viſit, are e ace 
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The fiſheries carries on at 8 _ 'the 


Northern inhabitants conſiſt of the home 


fiſhery immediately upon their ſhoxes, and 


* 1 


4 ” 


** Philoſoph ical Tranſactions. 


> 1 us 2 Te 
in n the lakes and bays by which theſe ſhores 


ik n land. Then varieties « mo uſu- 
ally caught on; theſe ſhores, are. 
 white-fiſh, flat-fiſh, mackarel, and 
ſeals. / - Shell-fifh alſo ee Sat is much i 
neglected, excepting lobſters for the Lon- 


don market; . oyſters, which _ are_ chiefly 
ened for manure to the land; 


and leſſer fiſh, which are ſold to the inha- 
tants of the ee n at ane : 
e the : B -&1 


* 


? . than; is a diſtant fiſhery for "Hal 
ring; cod, ling, and tuſk, around the Shetland 
Iſlands on the North-Eaſt, and the great 
 Ifland of Iceland on the North-Weſt ; ; both 
of which ſtations. are regularly frequented . 
by many; veſſels from the maritime king- 
doms of Europe, chiefly on account of the 
ſuperior quality of theſe fiſh to thoſe of 
Newfoundland, which conſiſt of cod-fiſh 
only: 


( is TT 
only. The ſhare which the Scots have l in 


this diſtant fiſhery 3 18, however, little more. | 


7 than a name ; nor have they been able to 
carry on even the home fiſhery to any con- 
ſiderable extent, comparatively to what that 


fiſhery adrhits of. Stil leſs is the ſhare that 


hath fallen to the lot of the: poor native | 


Highlanders, on whoſe” more immediate 


ſhores phe . Alta n make * 
War 


| le wha A ene | the. 


that the vicinity of the Highlands to Grech- 


land, gives the inhabitants an eſſential ad- | 


vantage over all other States, who engage 
in the Wile Fiſhery; and, it is a moſt 
favourable” cir ircumſtance, that, when the 
Greenland F iſhory ends in the month of 
June, the Herring Fiſhery begins. By this 
happy regulation of Nature, the ſeamen who 
hag been on the former fiſhery, from March 
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. Lally, the- Satin: 70 the Weſt. T 
lands is alſo-remarkably favourable thy. aaa 


en whines the veſſels * proceed 1 with 
| 1,-6r:{taly, and return to the Highlands 
in = time for the latter Wen, i : 8 
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be extended, as in Ireland, rom the 12 
Jamiaty to Ender ee 1 nne 
en lil HE 1 10 viiniary: os *E61 

ing and failing, theſe Northern ſhores would 

be ready at * to furniſh Rowe 


ps lemon os 
fiſhery which its lakes and bays; _ 


Here i is 4 confiderable body of people wi it. 
out 


3 17 2: 
und a. coat without towns 


nk Wa. b women 


ren, from diſtant parts, can be ac- 


commodated with lodgings, either while 1 in 
health or in ſickneſs. The inhabitants of 
theſe ſhores have but ſeanty dwellings to 
| themſelves, and are equally ill provided in ne- 
ceſſaries for the accommodation of perſons 
who flock thither in the fiſhing ſeaſons. 


This deplorable ſtate of the Highlands 


having been lately repreſented in. ſtrong co- 
lours to the feelings and ſerious attention of 
the public; and the increaſe of ſeamen being 


alſo an object of great national i importance, | 
the legiſlature have already entered upon the 
ſubject of promoting the Northern Fiſheries, 


by removing ſeveral impediments: and other 
objects, of a ſimilar nature, are now in con- 


| tomiplationi==—But no laws, however ju- 
ny. dicious, 
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dicious,! no n ee however expedient, 
can extend and ſecure a permanent fiſhery 
and nurſery of ſeamen upon theſe ſhores, 


{ unleſs. the public ſhall, at the ſame time, 


accommodate the natives, and thoſe who 
may be diſpoſed to come amongſt them, 
with habitations and lodgings, upon or near 
the moſt frequented fiſhing grounds, and 
where theſe perſons may be furniſhed with 
the neceſſaries of life, and all the materials 
for boat building, uſhing,. ens. and 
curing. 


This implies. the eſtabliſhing af 3 
STATIONs; or ſmall FREE Towns, i in the moſt 
eligible ſituations, both on the main-land. „ 
and on the Hebride Iſlands, which front the 
extenſive line of weſtern eoaſt at greater or 
leſs diſtances, and where the ſhoals of her- 
rings paſs, in their annual migrations to the 
South, filling ſometimes one lake, ſometimes 
another; which fiſhery, were the natives 

_ better 


C 


SO 
* 


better accommodated, would prove a ſource 
of great national wealth; furniſh the Weſt 
India ſnhips with freights ; employ thouſands 
of indigent people of both ſexes ; and bring 
forward into the line of active, uſeful in- 
| duſtry, a country that Er a e e 
of Great n e en : ® 


, With a view to theſe important objects, as 
well as to the nurſery of ſeamen, it was pro- 
poſed that the public ſhould erect, by way 
of experiment, ſome ſtations on the Weſt 
coaſt of the main- land, each ſtation or town 

to be compoſed of fifteen or twenty ſmall 

houſes; | beſides ſome public works neceſſary ; 
for ſhipping and fiſheries. But the ſtate of 
the national finances, and the uncertainty 
of the ſources neceſſary for the exigencies of 

Government, did not at that time afford 
much reaſon to expect immediate aſſiſtance, ' 
and theſe diſtreſſed countries of the High- 
lands have conſequently remained in fatu quo. 

D In 


8 

In this dilemma, ſome gentlemen, wo 
are members of the Houſe of Commons, 
have ſuggeſted the idea of raiſing a fund by 
means of a general ſubſcription; and, as all 
degrees of people in Great Britain will be 
more or lefs benefited by this maritime co- 
lony within our own iſland, it may be pre- 
ſumed, that gentlemen of humanity and 
publie ſpirit, will, upon this oecaſion, exert 
thoſe noble qualities, by a liberal ſubſcrip- 
tion, and merit the appellation 0 Tus 
* OF THEIR | comm. 


i 10 3 a caaſt of one cd miles 
with hardy, intrepid ſeamen, the hoſtile de- 
ſigns of confederated powers will be fruſ- 
trated. Their formidable armaments, inſtead 
of annoying our commerce and diſtant ſet- 
tlements, will be permitted to remain in their 
dock-yards probably for many years: during 
which ſeaſon of peace and ſecurity, com- 
merce and manufactures will flouryh ; Ad- 
mini- 


# 


Is. l 
miniſtration will be enabled to put "the pub- 
lie burdens into a train of — nd 
ene mags as * 3 time 6 time, 
be found HG 


9 2 To theſe negative — will 
n a great meafure flow from this new eſtab- 
— Llſhment, may be added the ſavirig of ſeventy, 
_ eighty, or one hundred millions, the uſual 
expenditures upon every ſeven years war; 
compared to which, the expence of the pro- 
poſed towns, will be mere fractions. 


E xery war entails upon the ſubject a long 


train of heavy taxes; but che meaſure now 
propoſedrequires only=trifte, for a time, from 
thoſe who are able to advance it ;* and which, 
Fe. in- 
It appears by Sir Charles Whitworth's Commercial 
Tables, that the annual exports from England to Scotland, 
previouſly to the Union of the two Kingdoms in 1707, a- 
mounted to 65,3451, only, upon an average of ten years. 


At preſent they are ſuppoſed to have increaſed thirty-fold in 


value, being nearly 2, oo, cool. Were the Fiſheries of the 
Highlands improved, and the people fully employed, the 
exports to that diviſion of the kingdom would increaſe pro- 
portionably. 


(2 3 . 
inſtead of taxes, will raiſe thouſands of new 


cuſtomers for manufactures of broad- cloth. 
woollens, hard- ware, cutlery, and an endleſs 
aſſortment of leſſer articles, 1 nn , 


land is famed. Sr L ae od 


Theſe: are. the grounds on which we enter- 
tain a hope that the members of the High- - 
land Societies of London and Edinburgh, 
and other noblemen and gentlemen, will 
ſubſcribe to this plan, and thereby enable a 
ſufficient number of gentlemen of rank and 
fortune, to enter, as truſtees or directors, up⸗ 
on the buſineſs of treating with the proprie- 
tors of lands, and with workmen, for erect. 
ing certain finall, 00 buildings, 8 by con- 

tract. 


a+; 
Dane TION: ON: THE MARITIME PARTS 
OF THE HIGHLANDS, AND OF TRE 
- HEBRIDE ISLANDS. | 


WW Md be AAAS 


HE ee conſiſt of two 4 


diviſions: Ee 
- Firſt, the nothern part of Scotland; and, 


Secondly, the Hebride Iſlands. 


The doaſt of the main · land ſtretches on 


the Weſt ſide, from the head- land called the 
Mull of Cantire, facing Ireland on the South, 
to Cape Wrath, facing the grout Northern 
Ocean. 


The Mull of Cuntics lies in North lat. 55, 


233 and Cape Wrath in 58, 28: by other 


* in 58, 44: the whole forming a coaſt 


of 


(a4). 


of two hundred and chirty-four Englich 

miles, in a ſtraight line: but were the wind- 

ings of the head-lands included, the line 
would extend to three hundred miles. This 
is called the Weſt Coaſt of the Highlands, and 

is waſhed by the Atlantic, between which 

coaſt and North America nen land, 


2 g the Hebride Iſlands. | 
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After paſſing round Cape Wrath, we enter 
upon the northern extremity of Great-Bri- 
tain, which lies nearly i in a ſtraight line from 
Cape Wrath on the Welt, to Dungſbay-Head 
on che Eaſt, and forms a coaſt of ſeventy 
miles, uſually called the Pentland Firth, 
There is no land between this coaſt and 
Greenland, excepting the Orkney Iſlands, 
At the diſtance of .............._._ 6 miles 
The Shetland Wands, . cores T00 ono 
The Ferro lands, Ia) ' rio ditto 
And Iceland, eee 0g” 0 dige 
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Ta two firſt belong to Great Britain; the 
two laſt to the ee 


| 3 Dunglbiy-Head d,we enteoaponths : 
Faſt Coaſt of the Highlands, which ſtretches 
ninety miles due South to Inverneſs, at the - 


head of the Murray Firth. But as the moſt 


FHuthern part of this diſtrict is accommo- 
| Yated with towns and materials for fiſheries, 
ve ſhall Hmit the eftimate to that part of the 
coaſt which lies between Dungſbay-Head and 
the ſmall ruinous town of Dornoch, contain- 
ing a nne of feventy miles. This coaft is 
| waſhed by the German Sea, and faces the 
South part-of Norway, from which i it is diſ- 
tant n hundred mile. 


N 200 We of: ale ber the 
Mall of Cantire and the Firth of Dornogh, 
excluſively of head-lands, bays, 650 E 
i gs fallows viz. 


* * 


_ The 


0 26 * 

The Weſt coaſt, between the Mull of Cintire 

and Cape Wrath, claim edias: 1234 

The North coaſt, between Cape Wrath 

| 1 and Dungſbay- Head, n 70 
The Eaſt coaſt, between Dungſbay-Head 

and the Firth of Dornoch ...... 70 


” t * 
——— 
* % 7 bo 


F or the ſake of even  mnibay we ſhall 
add, on account of head-lands, es 26 
Almoſt townleſs Gul, on the 15000 


land, rA foe 1. 400 


We now come to the ſecond diviſion of the 
Highlands, which is compoſed entirely of 
iſlands, called the Hebrides, amounting to 
about three hundred; of which forty are in- 
habited. It would be difficult to afcertain 
the circumference of this numerous cluſter 

of iſlands, or even of all thoſe that are in- | 
habited. We ſhall therefore only ſtate the 


ISS Z 
dimenſions of the moſt conſiderable, from. 
which may be formed an imperfe& conjec- 
ture OY the I line of the whole | 


7 


15 The firs Nand forms a chi of 1 | 
one hundred and forty miles in length, and, 
in general, from fix to ten miles in width: 
in one place it is twenty-five mules acroſs. . 


This chain is principally compoſed of five 
ilands, lying South and North, and ſepa- 
rated from each other at high-water by four 
narrow channels, thro' which fiſhing-veſſels 
may paſs from Eaſt to Welt, between the in- 
ner channel and the main acean. 
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ins Se is fifty-four miles in length, and 
fifteen-in width, at a medium. 
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3. Mull is twenty miles in aer, and fif- 
teen in width, at a medium. . 
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eo is about bat db 0 anden, of 
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5 Jura: is nearly the live of the former. 
6. 6: end cu ard 0 e 
by a narrow channel, are about twenty miles 


The general eſtimate of theſe iſlands may 
be ſtated at ſix hundred miles, of probably 
the beſt fiſhing ſhores in Europe, of the fame 
extent. The Long Iſland is, in particular, 
the beſt ſituated for fiſheries, and in every 
ſeaſon of the year. On the Eaſt ſide; ũt is ſe+ 
parated from the main-land by an inland 
channel, from twenty-four to ſixty miles in 
width, and abounding in fiſhing banks. On 
the Weſt, it hath the Atlantic Ocean, a 
continued fiſhery, as far as W veſſels 
have 25 8 2 2 5 1 


For 


nn ( 29- 53 


1 natives a double chance of ſucceeding. 
The ſtivals being governed by the winds, 
ſometiines paſs to the ſotithward by the inner 
channel: at otlier times they keep out in the 
main ocean; nn 


Inorder, /therefore, chat national bee 
co-operate with nature, it would be proper to 


erect ſome ſtations on the Weſt fide of the 


Long Iſland, as well as upon the Eaſt. It was 


here where the Royal Fiſnery Company in the 
reign of Charles I. had their ſtorehouſes, the , 2 


5 of which were in exiſtence within the 
=_ of man. To this iſland ſeveral ſtout 


| wherties from Dublin reſort every ſeaſon, fon 
the ſupply of that city with cod and ling: thi- 


ther alſo, veſſels from the Orkneys and the 


Eaſt coaſt of Scotland reſort, by the long and 


dangerous navigation of the Pentland Firth. 


Before 


For the Herring Fiſhery, this idand gives 
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Before l cloſe the deſcription of this W ein | 


: Coaſt, 4t may be proper to remark; that the 


country on the Weſt ſide of the Firth of Clyde, 
a channel of forty miles in length, and near- 
ly the ſame in width, is intirely Highland; a- 
| bounding, like that country, in iſlands, lakes, 
bays, and fiſheries; and which may be conſi- 
dered as a continuation of the Hebrides, be- 


ing only ſeparated from theſe iſlands mw the 


narrow peninſula ot Cantire. 


or the iNands wha the Firth of Clyde, 
that called Arran is the principal. It con- 
tains' ſeven thouſand inhabitants, is ſixteen 
miles in length, by nine in width, and hath 
three excellent bays, of which Lamlaſh is the 
moſt conſiderable, where ſhipping ride ſe- 
eurely in all kinds of weather, 


From this iſland (which lies thirty miles 
within the Mull of Cantire, and is entirely 


 tgwnleſs) to the Firth of Dornoch, the atten- 
_ ton 
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And on the Hebride Iſles ..... 600 
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public may be d 


nd, of more than 400 Inhabited by 150,000 
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NUMBER OF TOWNS WHICH 1T WOULD 
BE EXPEDIENT TO ERECT ON THE 
- ABOVE-MENTIONED SHORES: PLAN 


OP + ada AND THE EXPENCE 
Þ or THE HOUSES, NEO ED 


- 


ETWEEN the North point of Arran 
D and the Firth of Dornoch, there are, 
upon the coaſt of the main-land and the 


iſlands, above two hundred lakes, bays, and 
openings, all of which are fiſhing grounds, 


and where ſhips may ſafely reſide. 


Ts put theſe extenſive and valuable ſhores 
in a ſituation for proſecuting the fiſheries ef- 
fectually, and at all ſeaſons of the year, Fox rv 
fiſhing ſtations, or ſmall towns, will be neceſ- 
fary, in the firft inſtance ; being only one ſta- 
tion for every twenty-five miles, on a coaſt of 
one i miles, and for every five thou- 


ſand 5 


. 


1 0 33 » 
ee who reſide on that coaſt, beſides | 


 thofe who inhabit che interior country, the 


younger part of whom 1 ſoon become 

regular fiſnhers. 

eee 500 1 5 Of! 8 1 
commodating the 8 es of * people 
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with materials for the fiſheries, and inſtruct- 


will bexequitedfobeach of the following pro- 


feſñons, viz.A boat- builder, cooper, net- 
maker, tanner, blackſmith,” maſon, Houſe. 


ps butcher, 


fiſhing materials and ſtores, ſalt, timber, 


ſtaves, hops, pitch, tar, oil, and a great va- 
riety of other articles, which the fiſhers and 


the country people have at preſent no means 


of an upon 25 terms, or when im- 
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or plan of architectur 
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A public houſe or ſmall inn, accommo- | 
dated with beds for the conveniency of ſtran- 


gers who may come thither to buy and ſell, 


will be particularly neceſſary; and we hope, 
likewiſe, that a houſe will be deemed requiſite 


N —— maſter, angler en TAY: or 
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The whole . will e Wen fintgen 
houſes, which, excepting thoſe for the trader 
and inn-keeper, may be built upon one ſcale 
e; with Tn lime, 


and ſlate; each houſe having two'apartments 


on the ground, with e and two 


apartments above. The houſes for the tra- n 
der and inn keeper ſhould be more capaci- 


ous, and accommodated with back- rooms for 
holding bulky artieles. But, upon the whole, 


theſe ſixteen buildings may be raiſed, in a 


country where materials (timber excepted) are 
plentiful, and where wages are low, at Bol. 
. on, or 1, 280l. for the whole. 


As 


Cad 


"Ut us al the lakes and bays of the Highlands 
are more or leſs, the receptacles of white-fiſh, 
ſhell-fiſh, ſalmon, mackarel, and occaſionally 
viſited by the migrating, ſhoals of herrings, 
there ought to be a number of ſtationary, 
practical fiſhers in each town, at their firſt 


eſtabliſhment, for whoſe accommodation 


twenty {mall houſes, ſhould be built, with 
two apartments on the n. at about 
885 each: in . n fy 
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Sixteen dwelling-houſes to each town . 80 1280 


5 — Twenty „ 3 do. 242, 25 £00 
A public well, paving, and other in- | 


. on pry town aa 0 Houſes 2000 


Number of towns * * 020000000 , : ; 40 


* 


Total expence for building 40 towns, 
containing 640 houſes, at 80ol. each; 


12 | The 


+ cidental mc ae #5 | 220 | | 


and 800 do. at251. in all 1440 houſes C. 8o, ooo 
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merely to build! a Hinder! of editions 
dwellings on the beſt fiſhing grounds, for a 
people, who, though they cannot immediate- 
ly erect houſes at their own expetice, may, 

with a moderate degree of ſuceeſs in their re- 
ſpective profeſſions, be able in a fe years, to 
pay a ſmall yearly rent, by which the ſubſcri- 
bers may receive from three to four per cent. 
upon an average of years, till the houſes nga 
be ſold, and the nn 2 ob 


e a 3 raids u the neceſ- 
ſary fupplies of grain for its inhabitants, who _ 
frequently experience a temporary fearcity, 
it would be expedient to accommodate each 
houſe, having four apartments, with an acre 
of land adjoining to the ſame; and the ſmall 
houſes with half an acre each, whereon to 
raiſe 


(s) 


e and potatoes ; which; with 
fiſh at: thein doors, would: form a -prmcipal 
part of yu 1 A the whale | 
"et v1 17171 50? Yo ol o: aid arft 
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| In treating with the rethettive 5 proprietors 
of the ſoil. it: would he neceſſary to look for- 
ward to the growth of the towns, and to 
procure, at once, fuffitient ground not only 
garden to each houſe that! Mall be erected by 
| eee eee meg ech tan. 
"wy os WE progjarrd let, t to 1115 


VERY 
| The W af 40 towns JG” 

greatly on the liberality of thepreſentiground | 
YL Proprietors; wha, if they co- operate with the 
ood. diſpoſitions of Government and the 
Public, if they wiſh to.improve their eſtates, 
do have their rents well paid, and to ſee their 
© country flouriſh, will readily treat with the 
directors for a piece of ground, not under 
. ; fifty 


WY. 


aby Scots acres for each townſhip, to become 
fiom thence forward the unalienable royalty 

of ſuch towus, ſubje&t only to the prince on 

the throne; the laws of their country; and 2 
the 3 e own N | 
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- Thegrowth of bbw Abb depend 
much on the aid that government ſhall give 
I towards the building of cuſtom=houſes, quays, 
and other works, which fall properly on the 
public at large! The concurtence of govern- 
ment in this reſpebt will operate as the main- 
ſpring of the whole buſineſs. It will diſpoſe 
the proprietors of lands to treat for the ali- 
enation of the ſame on the moſt liberal terms; 
it will facilitate the ſubſcription for erecting 
the private dwellings; and finally, it will 
draw to theſe places a IO of jap 
arg * —_—" 271 
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From theſe outlines of the plan it appears, 


that the matual concurrence, and hearty ſup- 
port 


ET 
parting the 123 deſcriptions of men before i 


abſolutely neceſſary in laying 
"the foundation of towns, which may, one 
day, prove as walls of braſs for the defence of 
this sh f favoured and ne celebrated 
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122 proable ths the ariel the pro- 

clation' will foon appear in pub- 
lic; in 5 mean time the following heads 
have been mentioned * ſore gentlemen, of 
the Houſe of Commons. 


3 


1. That : a ſubſcription be 3 in Lon- 
don and 6ther parts of the kin gdom for build- ; 
4 ng towns and * in the Highlands. 


| 1 That gol. * be a ſhare, 3 
the ſubſcriber to a vote in the ſociety. | 
* | f ö ; ? a | { E f 
3. That the ſociety be erected into a joint 
\ ſtock company, and have power to, aſſemble, 
and chuſe fix or more managers or truſtees. 
4. That the truſtees ſhall be empowered to 
treat with proprietors for ground whereon to: 
erect 


* 


t 4 EY 
| ad towns in the moſt convenient n. 
7285 fas the fiſheries. 


5. That the directors may permit the new 
inhabitants to occupy the ſaid houſes for a 
certain time gratis, where they are not in cir- 
cumſtances to afford paying rent; or to let 
them at a rent, or ſell them, as oceaſion may 
| offer. 


6. That when a townſhip is lotted out, any 
| perſon may build u pon the unoccupied lots, 
on ſuch conditions as ſhall be ſpecified by the 
directors. 


7. That any inhabitant, occupying a houſe 
belonging to the ſociety, ſhall be at liberty to 
purchaſe the ſame at a price not exceeding the 
e coſt. | 
8. That the dividends ariſing to the ſociety 
from the rent or ſale of the houſes may, at the 
; diſcretion of the directors, be employed in 
„„ cen 


( 42) 


. erecting new houſes, or divided among tho 

| partners in the CD 

9. Thatthe laid 4 mall engage in 
| no other e whatſoever with the r 
. 5 That no ſubſciiber ſhall be liable to be 


called upon for any money . his origi- 
nal . ag e 


11. That mite the circumſtances of 
the country will admit of its being done to ad- 
vantage, the directors ſhall ſell the whole pro- 

perty of the company, and cloſe the tranſac- 
tions thereof. + 


i W. 


12. That as ſoon as fifty houfes ſhall be 
' built and inhabited in any town, the inhabi- 
tants ſhall meet on a certain day in the year, 


and chuſe two or more bailies or magiſtrates 
from king their own number, which bai- 
lies 
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(48) 
lies ſhall have the ſame power in the govern- 
ment of theſe towns, as the magiſtrates of any 
. W in nn now have, 


13.1 That the inhabitants ſhall be liable to 


| ho ſervices, or other brirdens, excepting what 


they may chuſe voluntarily at their annual 
meetings to impoſe upon themſelves, by the 


concurrence of two-thirds of the people, for 


the repairs of their ſtreets, harbours, quays, 
or other public works, ps 
14. That no corporations of trades ſhaſl 
be eſtabliſhed in the ſaid towns, or any fee or 
entry-money be paid by perſons mene to 
become mhabitants thereof, 


15. That all lawful trades may be freely 


exerciſed by the inhabitants of the ſaid towns, 


THE END. 


Kkos 
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. eſpecially SCOTLAND: with ſome Propoſals for 
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